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the beginning. If the one said he wanted to stop for a breather,
the other would enumerate a thousand reasons for pressing on with
the march. A camp site chosen by one was immediately rejected
as worthless by the other. Each doubted the other's motives. The
Prince suspected the Khan to be at heart a supporter of the
Shi'ite Sultans of Deccan. He never forgot that Abdur Rahirn was
the son of Bairam Khan, a Shi'ite from Persia who, during the
period of his ascendancy, tried his best to whittle down the
influence of Sunni Muslims at the court.
The Khan, on his part, considered Murad to be a mere playboy,
totally unconversant with the art of warfare. His efforts to instil
in Murad a sense of urgency jfailed miserably. The differences
came to a head over the route to be taken by the army. The
Khan preferred to make his way to the south via Malwa. Murad,
on the other hand, stressed the advantages of taking the road that
passed through Gujarat, In the end, the Khan sacrificed his judg-
ment to placate the "whims of a drunkard." When the imperia-
lists pitched their tents a few miles outside Ahmednagar, the two
were hardly on speaking terms. Murad spent most of his time
drinking in the company of a bevy of concubines and dancing
girls. It looked as if the expedition was doomed for a dismal
-defeat,
Being an experienced and resourceful general, Abdur Rahim
followed the line of tine least resistance, let Murad amuse himself
with his cup and concubines, and proceeded to lay seige to the
well-fortified city. For three months, he battled against the enemy
defences to force a breakthrough, but in vain. The defenders led
by Sultana Chand Bibi put up a heroic resistance. At one stage
when the fall of the city looked imminent, she came out in man's
clothes, sword in hand, and moved forward majestically to exhort
her forces to fight on till victory was won* Her courage so inspired
her followers that they with one voice swore to win glory either by
victory or through martyrdom. The day was saved, and the Sultana
became a legend in Indian history. By birth a Nizamshahi of
Ahmednagar,* she was the childless widow of All Adilshah of
*Chand Bibi was the daughter of Burhan Nizamshah of Ahmednagar.
To strengthen the alliance with the house of Bijapur, he gave her in
marriage to Ali Adilshah. In reciprocation Adilshah's sister, Hadiya
Sultana, was given as a consort to Murtaza Shah, eldest son of Hussaia
Nizamshah.